
Beyond innovation: How transformative thinking 

should be part of our daily work 

Innovation might be the buzzword word du jour but it is a concept that has existed since 

the origins of the human race. In fact, the ubiquity of the terms “innovation” and 

“creativity” in the language of business and management is threatening to empty them 

of meaning. In this talk we will discuss how we need to go beyond innovation in its 

traditional sense and consider its implications for our daily work and emergent 

collaborations. We will also look at best practices and examples that illustrate the true 

significance of how such transformative thinking has the potential to have an impact on 

organizations and society writ large.  

 

Dr. Deepak Khazanchi is Professor of Information Systems and Quantitative 
Analysis, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, and Community Engagement 
and Internationalization Officer in the College of Information Science & 
Technology (IS&T) at the University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO). Prior to 
becoming Associate Dean, he served as Chair of the Information Systems & 
Quantitative Analysis department in the College of IS&T. He is also an affiliated 
faculty in UNO's International Studies & Programs. He has served as a visiting 
faculty for the University of Agder in Kristiansand, Norway. He also has 
courtesy affiliations as a graduate faculty/scholar with the University of Central 
Florida, Management Center Innsbruck (Austria) and Sir Padmpat Singhania 
University (India). Dr. Khazanchi’s has published more than 100 articles, book 
chapters and other papers in academic and practitioner outlets. He is regulalry 
invited to give workshops internationally and has presented his work in 

numerous settings in the USA, India, Norway and Austria. 

Dr. Khazanchi has served as the President of the Midwest Association of Information Systems 
(http://www.mwais.org), AMCIS representative member of the Association of Information Systems Council 
(http://www.aisnet.org), and the AMCIS Site Advisory committee.  Deepak is the founding chair of the 
Association for Information Systems (AIS) Special Interest Group for IT Project Management 
(http://www.SIGITProjMgmt.org) since 2006. He has also served as the VP of Programs for the Project 
Management Institute’s (PMI) Heartland Chapter. 

Dr. Khazanchi arrived in academics after working in managerial and technical positions with responsibility 
for designing structures (bridges and buildings) and as a project engineer for multinational construction 
projects.  He received the Ph.D. degree with a specialization in Management Information Systems from 
Texas Tech University. Prior to this, he earned the MBA degree from Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale and obtained an undergraduate degree in Civil Engineering from the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT), Kharagpur (India). He can be reached via e-mail at khazanchi@unomaha.edu, his "web 
presence” is at http://khazanchi.ist.unomaha.edu/ and @khazanchi on twitter. 
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